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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/9/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 40-41 , 45-46, 49-50, 65-70, and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over USP 4,168,669 to Arnoff in view of 3,123,935 to Williams, 
USP 6,058,853 to Pinch, and USP 5,681,102 to Forsgren. 

Arnoff discloses a table comprising all the elements recited in the above listed 
claims including, such as shown in Figs 2, 4-5 & 8, a table top 1 constructed from 
plastic, the table top including an upper surface and a lower surface that is spaced apart 
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from the upper surface; at least two pairs of leg receiving recesses 20-22 disposed on 
the underside of the table top; a single support assembly 2 that is sized and configured 
to support the table top above a surface, the single support assembly being capable of 
moving between an extended position in which the single support assembly supports 
the table top above the surface and a collapsed position to facilitate storage of the table, 
the single support assembly including only two legs 23-24, the single support assembly 
comprising: a first leg including a body portion and an upper portion, the upper portion 
of the first leg being sized and configured to be selectively received and retained within 
one of the pairs of leg receiving recesses; and a second leg including a body portion 
and an upper portion, the upper portion of the second leg being sized and configured to 
be selectively received and retained within another of the pairs of leg receiving 
recesses, the first leg and second leg being pivotally interconnected to form a generally 
X-shaped configuration. The differences being that Arnoff does not disclose a frame 
connected to the lower surface of the table top having first and second rails disposed on 
respective first and second sides of the table top with each side rail having at least one 
guide, a drawer slidably connected to the lower surface of the table top and having 
outwardly extending flange sized and configured to contact the guides of the frame, and 
the table top constructed from blow-molded plastic including a lower surface, an upper 
surface spaced apart from the lower surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed 
during the blow-molding process, the hollow interior portion being at least partially 
disposed between the upper surface and the lower surface. 
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Williams teaches the idea of providing a table top with a drawer thereto in order 
to allow one or more items to be stored in the drawer. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention to modify the structure of Arnoff by providing the 
table top with a drawer in order to allow one or more items to be stored in the drawer, as 
taught by Williams, since both teach alternate conventional table top structure, used for 
the same intended purpose of supporting objects thereon, thereby providing structure 
as claimed. 

Pinch teaches the idea of a table top constructed from blow-molded plastic, the 
table top including a lower surface, an upper surface spaced apart from the lower 
surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed during the blow-molding process, 
the hollow interior portion being at least partially disposed between the upper surface 
and the lower surface; wherein the blow-molded plastic table top structure provides a 
light weight, yet sturdy table top. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the 
structure of Arnoff, as modified, by providing a table top constructed from blow-molded 
plastic, the table top including a lower surface, an upper surface spaced apart from the 
lower surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed during the blow-molding 
process, the hollow interior portion being at least partially disposed between the upper 
surface and the lower surface for the purpose of having a light weight, yet sturdy table 
top, as taught by Pinch, since both teach alternate conventional table top structure, 
used for the same intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Forsgren shows that it is well known in the art to provide a frame structure with 
guides and a drawer with outwardly extending flanges being sized and configured to 
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contact the guides of the frame in order to facilitate opening and closing of the drawer. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the structure of Arnoff, as modified, by 
providing first and second rails disposed on respective first and second sides of the 
table top with each side rail having at least one guide, the drawer slidably connected to 
the lower surface of the table top and having outwardly extending flange sized and 
configured to contact the guides of the frame in order to facilitate opening and closing of 
the drawer, as taught by Forsgren, since both teach alternate conventional table top 
structure, used for the same intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 
5. Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arnoff, 
as modified, as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of USP 5,484,822 to Wu. 

Arnoff, as modified, discloses all the elements as discussed above except for an 
opening integrally formed in a generally downwardly lip formed in the table top, the 
opening being sized and configured to receive at least a portion of the first leg and the 
second leg when the first leg and second leg are in a collapsed position. 

Wu teaches the use of an opening integrally formed in a generally downwardly lip 
formed in a table top to provide a recessed retainment to be old. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to modify the structure of Arnoff, as modified, to include an opening 
integrally formed in a generally downwardly lip formed in the table top, the opening 
being sized and configured to receive at least a portion of the first leg and the second 
leg when the first leg and second leg are in a collapsed position, as taught by Wu, since 
both teach alternate conventional table having folding leg structure, used for the same 
intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 
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6. Claims 58-60, 62, 71-76, and 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USP 4,168,669 to Arnoff in view of 3,123,935 to Williams, USP 
6,058,853 to Pinch, USP 5,681,102 to Forsgren and USP 5,484,822 to Wu. 

Arnoff discloses a table comprising all the elements recited in the above listed 
claims including, such as shown in Figs 2, 4-5 & 8, a table top 1 constructed from 
plastic, the table top including an upper surface and a lower surface that is spaced apart 
from the upper surface; at least two pairs of leg receiving recesses 20-22 disposed on 
the underside of the table top; a single support assembly 2 that is sized and configured 
to support the table top above a surface, the single support assembly being capable of 
moving between an extended position in which the single support assembly supports 
the table top above the surface and a collapsed position to facilitate storage of the table, 
the single support assembly including only two legs 23-24, the single support assembly 
comprising: a first leg including a body portion and an upper portion, the upper portion 
of the first leg being sized and configured to be selectively received and retained within 
one of the pairs of leg receiving recesses; and a second leg including a body portion 
and an upper portion, the upper portion of the second leg being sized and configured to 
be selectively received and retained within another of the pairs of leg receiving 
recesses, the first leg and second leg being pivotally interconnected to form a generally 
X-shaped configuration. The differences being that Arnoff does not disclose a frame 
connected to the lower surface of the table top having first and second rails disposed on 
respective first and second sides of the table top with each side rail having at least one 
guide, a drawer slidably connected to the lower surface of the table top and having 
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outwardly extending flange sized and configured to contact the guides of the frame, and 
the table top constructed from blow-molded plastic including a lower surface, an upper 
surface spaced apart from the lower surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed 
during the blow-molding process, the hollow interior portion being at least partially 
disposed between the upper surface and the lower surface, and an opening integrally 
formed in a generally downwardly lip formed in the table top, the opening being sized 
and configured to receive at least a portion of the first leg and the second leg when the 
first leg and second leg are in a collapsed position. 

Williams teaches the idea of providing a table top with a drawer thereto in order 
to allow one or more items to be stored in the drawer. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention to modify the structure of Arnoff by providing the 
table top with a drawer in order to allow one or more items to be stored in the drawer, as 
taught by Williams, since both teach alternate conventional table top structure, used for 
the same intended purpose of supporting objects thereon, thereby providing structure 
as claimed. 

Pinch teaches the idea of a table top constructed from blow-molded plastic, the 
table top including a lower surface, an upper surface spaced apart from the lower 
surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed during the blow-molding process, 
the hollow interior portion being at least partially disposed between the upper surface 
and the lower surface; wherein the blow-molded plastic table top structure provides a 
light weight, yet sturdy table top. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the 
structure of Arnoff, as modified, by providing a table top constructed from blow-molded 
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plastic, the table top including a lower surface, an upper surface spaced apart from the 
lower surface, and a hollow interior portion that is formed during the blow-molding 
process, the hollow interior portion being at least partially disposed between the upper 
surface and the lower surface for the purpose of having a light weight, yet sturdy table 
top, as taught by Pinch, since both teach alternate conventional table top structure, 
used for the same intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Forsgren shows that it is well known in the art to provide a frame structure with 
guides and a drawer with outwardly extending flanges being sized and configured to 
contact the guides of the frame in order to facilitate opening and closing of the drawer. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify the structure of Arnoff, as modified, by 
providing first and second rails disposed on respective first and second sides of the 
table top with each side rail having at least one guide, the drawer slidably connected to 
the lower surface of the table top and having outwardly extending flange sized and 
configured to contact the guides of the frame in order to facilitate opening and closing of 
the drawer, as taught by Forsgren, since both teach alternate conventional table top 
structure, used for the same intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Wu teaches the use of an opening integrally formed in a generally downwardly lip 
formed in a table top to provide a recessed retainment to be old. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to modify the structure of Arnoff, as modified, to include an opening 
integrally formed in a generally downwardly lip formed in the table top, the opening 
being sized and configured to receive at least a portion of the first leg and the second 
leg when the first leg and second leg are in a collapsed position, as taught by Wu, since 
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both teach alternate conventional table having folding leg structure, used for the same 
intended purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. In regard to claim 60, Arnoff, 
as modified by Wu by providing an opening, facilitates stacking of the table. 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6868. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, and alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: Page 10 

10/789,859 

Art Unit: 3637 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HVT 

January 07, 2008 
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Art Unit 3637 



